
 

 

March 9, 2022 

Mr. Daniel Therrien  

Privacy Commissioner 

Office of the Privacy Commissioner  

30 Victoria Street  

Gatineau, Quebec K1A 1H3 

 

Dear Commissioner Therrien, 

I am writing to you today concerning the breaches of Canadians’ privacy over the past month. The illegal 

hacking of crowdfunding platforms and email accounts has resulted in tens of thousands of Canadians’ 

personal information being circulated online. 

In some instances, Canadians have had unredacted images of their passports and driver’s licenses exposed 

and shared online for others to download. This blatant breach of privacy has resulted in “doxxing” 

campaigns on social media, numerous media stories in national and international media, mapping of 

personal and business addresses found in this data, and targeted harassment campaigns. 

Additionally, as my colleague the Hon. Michelle Rempel Garner noted in her letter to you last month, the 

government also tabled documents in Parliament which reference the illegally hacked personal 

information in their explanation of subsection 58(1) of the Emergencies Act. 

Commissioner, while it’s important that those who were charged for any illicit activities are held to 

account through a fair and just process, it is equally important that the privacy rights of all Canadians are 

respected. The data of tens of thousands of Canadians being illegally obtained and widely circulated 

without their consent is a blatant breach of privacy that I believe requires your immediate attention. 

During your remarks last month at the Committee on Access to Information, Privacy and Ethics (ETHI), 

you noted the legitimate concerns of many Canadians, “particularly when their personal information is 

used, without their knowledge, for purposes other than those they expected.” In this instance, it is obvious 



 

that the personal information of tens of thousands of Canadians has been hacked and made publicly 

available for nefarious purposes. Additionally, there is the potential for this data to continue to be widely 

disseminated and cause harm to individuals and families. 

Given the above, I would request your office undertake an investigation into these matters to determine 

whether the Privacy Act of the Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA) 

has been violated, and the potential for future violations. 

I look forward to hearing from you that you will be investigating these concerns.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

James Bezan 

Conservative Shadow Minister for Ethics and Accountable Government 

Member of Parliament for Selkirk—Interlake—Eastman 

 

 


